THE   PENDULUM   SWINGS   BACK         z6j

Paris undisturbed by the curiosity of men. It was not
until the Thoiry conversation was at an end that
Professor Hesnard explained the misunderstanding to
Briand and how unnecessary his discretion had been ;
whereupon Briand shook his head in bewilderment.

At the end of December came the judgment of the
Court at Landau1 and frustrated the projected journey.
" I will wait a few weeks until the excitement here has
died down/* observed Stresetnarm. But after a few
weeks, it was intimated to Stresemann that he would
be well advised to postpone his visit until a more
favourable moment; it would for the time being be
inopportune, and there were certain questions that
could not then be discussed.

In France, during the months that had passed since
Thoiry, a backward swing of the pendulum had begun.
Events had moved too quickly in the years 1925-26,
and a people still labouring under their recollections of
the war could not accommodate themselves to so
speedy a rapprochement. In spite of Locarno, in spite of
the safeguards of the alliances and the treaties of arbi-
tration, French popular sentiment did not regard the
question of security as settled. Even the champions of
the Franco-German understanding pointed out that
France must provide for the protection of her Eastern
frontier, before evacuation could be considered, and
the reconstruction of the Eastern fortresses which had
been decided on immediately after the war had been

1 Lieut. Rouzier, an officer in the French Army of Occupation,
had been charged with shooting a German civilian, and -wounding
two others, in Sept., 1926. He was acquitted by a French court-
martial at Landau; and six Germans accused of being implicated
were sentenced to imprisonment. The sentences were remitted,
on Christmas Day, by the French President.